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LETTER 

ADDRESSED  TO 

All  Men  in  general,  and  to  all  Married  Men 

in  particular. 

I  Lately  publifhed,  at  the  requeft  of  feme  prudent, 
fenlible  married  women,  a  Letter,  addrefled  to  a 
young  lady  on  her  marriage,  relative  to  the  indecent  and 
deftru&ive  practices  of  Men  Midwives  ;  and  I  have  the 
fatisfa&ion  to  hear  the  defign  of  that  Letter  is  generally 
approved  of,  by  men  of  fenfe,  and  women  of  modefty. 

The  matter  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  ;  and  I  flatter 
*  myfelf  there  are  few  women  into  whofe  hands  the  letter 
may  fall ;  who  will  not  ferioufly  weigh  the  arguments 
therein  advanced,  on  a  fubjedt  fo  interefting,  and  fo 
eflential  to  their  happinefs. 
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But  finding  myfelf  under  many  reftraints  in  point  of 
decency,  in  an  addrefs  to  a  young  lady ;  and  well  know¬ 
ing  how  neceffary  it  is,  that  all  men,  as  well  as  women, 
fhould  unite  in  difcountenancing  this  indecent  and  un~ 
neceflary  pradice  :  I  now  addrefs*  myfelf  to  all  men  in 
general,  and  to  all  married  men  in  particular.  It  is 
not  that  I  want  to  indulge  my  fancy  in  impure 
thoughts  or  expreffions,  though  I  muft  in  this  epiftle 
make  ufe  of  both;  but  let  it  be  remembered,  that  my 
motive  is  thereby  to  put  a  flop  to  impure  ads,  immo- 
deft  adions,  and  the  indelicate,  unchafte,  and  unnecef- 
fary  tranfadions  of  Men  Mid  wives ;  fueh  as  they  avow¬ 
edly  and  publicly  profefs,  and  fuch  that  every  man  of 
fenfe,  decency,  fentiment  and  fpirit,  muft  and  will  dif- 
approve,  or  be  totally  indifferent  as  to  his  wife’s  condud, 
or  his  own  honour. 

*  •  -  -  *  v  .  i:n  "  i  '  :> 

The  following  ftory  is  a  matter  of  fad,  which  hap¬ 
pened  lately  in  the  Weft  of  England.  A  gentleman  of 
the  faculty,  (i.  e.  a  country  furgeon ,  apothecary  and 
man-midwife )  being  fent  for  in  great  hafte  to  deliver  a 
woman,  did,  as  foon  as  he  arrived,  in  order  I  fuppofe  to 
fhew  his  dexterity,  by  the  means  of  a  hook,  deliver 

her 
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her  inftantly  from  her  pain,  and  the  child  from  a 
life  it  could  fcarcely  be  faid  to  have  entered  into  :  And 
having  lb  done,  took  his  fee  and  his  leave ;  but  before 
he  had  got  two  miles  off,  he  was  purfued  and  over¬ 
taken  by  the  hulband,  who  defired  his  immediate  return, 
as  the  pains  of  his  wife  were  come  on  again  in  a  more 
violent  manner  than  ever  ;  but  before  the  hulband  and 
do&or  got  back,  Ihe  was  delivered  of  another  child,  by 
the  help  only  of  that  excellent,  and  fcarce  ever  failing  fe¬ 
male  midwife,  Goody  Nature!  This  old  Lady,  who  had 
pra&ifed  the  art  of  midwifery  in  every  corner  of  the 
globe,  for  many  generations,  with  amazing  fuccefs ;  was, 
about  fifty  years  ago,  ftifled  in  France  between  two  fea¬ 
therbeds,  by  Meffrs.  Do&or  La  Motte  and  Mauriceau : 
and  no  fooner  was  the  good  old  lady  interred,  than  thefe, 
and  many  other  male  impoftors  in  that  fantaftical  coun¬ 
try,  endeavoured  to  intrude  themfelves  on  the  public  as 
her  legitimate  fons ;  nay,  to  be  able  by  their  art,  and 
with  the  help  of  hooks,  crotchets,  fillets,  forceps,  and 
fciffars,  to  furpafs  the  good  old  lady. 

\>  i  .  I 

The  vivacity,  and  the  love  of  novelty,  peculiar  to  that 
nation  ;  and  the  great  liberties  the  two  fexes  are  allowed 
to  take  with  each  other  in  that  kingdom,  promoted  the 
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deftgns  of  thefe  men  ;  and  prevented  a  detection  of  fuch 
impoftors,  till  they  became  fo  numerous,  and  had  efta- 
bliihed  fo  much  intereft,  (owing  I  prefume  to  their  fex) 
that  the  old  lady,  their  pretended  mother,  has  there, 
long  fince  been  forgot.  That  fuch  a  practice  as  this 
fhould  begin  in  France,  be  encouraged  by  the  ladies,  and 
permitted  by  the  men?  does  not  much  furprize  me ;  be- 
caufe  modefty  in  that  country,  is  rather  an  unfalhionable 
part  of  high  breeding,  and  high  life ;  but  that  Englifh- 
men,  tenacious  of  their  own,  and  their  wives  honour, 
fhould  tamely  fubmit  to  a  practice  fo  unneceflary,  and 
fo  big  with  mifchief,  amazes  me  beyond  conception  : 
and  I  can  account  for  it  only,  becaufe  a  few  women  of 
fafhion,  as  they  are  called,  have  countenanced  it,  and 
their  puiillanimous  hufbands  have  been  afraid  to  for¬ 
bid  it.  The  middling  clafs  of  people  muft  be  in  fa¬ 
fhion,  and  ape  the  quality ;  decency  be  kicked  down 
flairs,  and  modefty  put  out  of  countenance,  becaufe  my 
Lady  Mary  Modifh  hates  an  old  fumbling  woman  about 
her  perfon. 

T  he  Critical,  or  Monthly  Reviewers,  1  forget  which, 
were  pleafed  to  obferve,  that  the  author  of  the  Addrefs 
to  a  young  Lady  on  her  Marriage,  was  (though  a  pre¬ 
tender 
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tender  to  decency)  the  moft  indecent  creature  himfelf 
■that  ever  took  a  pen  in  hand.  Whether  this  refentment 
airbfe  from  the  fling  in  the  tail  of  the  letter  levell’d  at 
thtfe  Book  Midwives ^  or  from  their  being  chiefly  com- 
pofed  of  furgeons  and  men  midwives,  who  murder  books 
for  want  of  infant  praElicey  I  mu  ft  fubmit  to  the  reader’s 
judgment  :  but  they  ought  to  have  owned  that  every  in¬ 
delicate  expreffion  in  that  epiftle,  is  extra&ed  almoft  ver¬ 
batim  from  their  Friend  Dr.  Smellie’s  Treatife  on  Mid¬ 
wifery,  a  book  written  in  Englifh,  the  matter  by  Smel- 
lie,  and  the  language  faid  to  be  that,  of  Dr.  Smollet. 

it  .  C't  f  ,  .  ,  t  ,t  \ *  * 
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That  men  midwives  may  think  fooliffily,  and  act 
wantonly,  is  no  more  than  I  can  eafily  conceive  ;  but 
that  a  man  midwife  ffiould  write,  and  publiffi  a  ferious 
book^  and  give  therein  ferious  directions  relative  to  the 
pradtice  of  midwifery,  fo  contrary  to  reafon,  fo  void  of 
judgment,  and  lo  alarming  to  modefty  *  ;  is  aftonifhing 
beyond  expreffion  !  But  to  avoid  the  monthly  critic’s 
laffi,  I  will  give  a  few  extracts  from  one  of  thefe  learned 
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*  The  figns  of  pregnancy  ( fays  Srrellie,  page  185)  are  to  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  thofe  belonging  to  Obftruftions ,  by  the  T ouch  in  the  Vagina  ! 
and  fojnetimes  by  the  loach  in  the  Reft  am !  \ 
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'(  6  ) 

gentlemen’s  performances,  that  the  decency  of  this  Au¬ 
thor,  and  the  letter  writer,  may  be  compared  by  the  ju¬ 
dicious  reader,  as  well  as  the  Reviewers.  Dr.  Smellie 
in  his  Treatife  on  Midwifery,  page  92,  fpeaking  of  the 
parts  of  generation  in  women,  obferves,  “  That  the  CH+- 
tons,  with  its  Preputium,  is  found  between  the  Labia  on 
4C  the  middle  and  fore  part  of  the  Pubis  ;  and  from  the 
“  lower  part  of  the  Clitoris ,  the  Nymphce  rifing ,  fpread 
“  outwards ,  and  downwards ,  to  the  Os  Externum,  forming 
a  kind  of fulcus  or  furrow,  called,  the  Eojfa  Magna ,  or 
cc  Navicularis,for  the  direSlion  of  the  Penis  in  coition ,  or 
u  of  the  Finger  in  touching,  into  the  V agin  a  /”  By  this 
fhrewd  obfervation  on  the  wifdom  of  Providence,  the 
modeft  Dodor,  in  his  firft  chapter,  fhews  plainly  that 
touchmg  is  an  eflential  part  of  the  pradice  of  midwifery ; 
and  that,  in  his  opinion,  thofe  parts  of  a  woman  were 
formed  by  nature,  not  only  for  the  diredion  of  the  Penis 
in  coition,  but  for  the  direSlion  of  the  Dodor’ s  finger  in 
touching :  The  manner  of  doing  which,  the  Dodor  ex¬ 
plains  thus,  page  180.  -  ; 

“  Touching,  fays  the  ingenious  Dodor,  is  performed 
«  by  introducing  the  fore  finger,  lubricated  with  poma - 
turn,  into  the  V agina ,  in  order  to  feel  the  Os  Inter - 

<c  num. 
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«  nutn,  and  Neck  of  the  Uterus ;  and  fometimes  into 
«  the  ReSlum  *,  to  dif cover  the  fir  etching  of  the  Fundus : 
“  By  fome  we  are  advifed  to  touch  with  the  middle  finger , 
<c  as  being  the  longefl\ by  others  to  employ  both  that 
cc  and  the  firft ;  but  the  middle  is  too  much  encumbered 
cc  by  that  on  each  fide,  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  fully  ;  and 
<c  when  two  are  introduced  together ,  patient  never' 

a  fails  to  complain .  The  defegn  of  touching  is  to  be  in - 
cc  formed  whether  the  woman  is,  or  is  not  with  child ; 

<c  know  how  far  fhe  is  advanced  in  her  pregnancy  ;  if  flic 
“  is  in  danger  of  a  mijcariage  ;  if  the  Os  Uteri  be  dilated ; 
“  m  time  of  labour  to  form  a  right  judgment  of  the 
cc  cafe,  from  the  opening  of  the  Os  Internum,  and  the 
a  pr effing  down  of  the  membranes  with  their  waters ;  and 
“  laftly ,  to  diflinguifh  what  part  of  the  child  is  prefented, . 

u  It  is  generally  impracticable  to  dif  cover  by  a  Touch 
“  in  the  Vagina,  whether  or  not  the  Uterus  is  impreg - 
“  nated ,  till  after  the  fourth  month  :  then  the  left  time 
cc  is  in  the  morning,  when  the  woman  is  fafing , 


*  Page  183. - The  ^fetching  of  the  fundus  is  fometimes  felt  by  the 

finger  introduced  into  the  Redhim !  before  it  can  be  perceiyed  in  the  Va¬ 
gina  !  Smellie. 
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cc  the  contents  of  the  bladder  and  Redhmx  have  been  dif~ 
cc  charged ,.  and  fhe  ought  if  neceilary,  to  fubmit  to  the 
a  enquiry  in  a  Jlanding  pojlure  ;  becaufe  in  that  cafe>  the 
u  the  Ut6rus  bangs  lower  down  in  the  V'agina ,  and  the 
cc  weight  is  more  fenfible  to  the  Touch  than  when  floe  lies 
u  reclined 

r  ^  *  •  t  V  ^  •  **.  *  •  r  ’  “v  •  jt 
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Thus  much  the  ingenious  Dodtor :  But  as  women’s 
paffions  are  very  unlike  thofe  of  men,  and  generally  lie 
dormant,  till  ftirr’d  by  the  dalliance  of  a  man;  may  I 
not  be  permitted  to  obferve  that  the  defign  of  touching 
alfo,  may  be ,  to  fee  if  any  emotions  arife  in  the  touched 
lady’s  breaft,  that  the  Dodtor  may  take  advantage  of? 
A  man  permitted  to  take  fuch  a  liberty,  cannot  anfwer 
for  his  own  condudt ;  and  the  limple  woman  who  fub- 
mits  to  it3  knows  not  the  confequences  that  may  arife 
from  fuch  tranfadtions,  nor  is  fhe  worthy  ever  afterwards 
of  her  hufband’s  affedtion,  for  fo  grofsly  violating  the 
laws  of  decency.  I  will  fuppofe  myfelf,  for  inftance, 
a  man-midwife,  fent  for  by  a  lady  of  youth  and  beauty  ; 
the  lady  has  not  been  long  married  ;  fhe  is  unwell  ; 
doubtful  whether  fhe  is  with  child,  and  defirous  of  being 
informed  ;  but  quite  a  ftranger  to  the  manner  by  which 
the  Doctor  is  to  arrive  at  his  knowledge. 


Upon 
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Upon  my  arrival,  if  her  hufband  happens  to  be  pre~ 
fent,  he  muft  retire  ;  for  I  know  too  well,  the  pain  that 
he  muft  feel,  on  hearing  even  the  firfl  neceffary  queftion  : 
Therefore  nothing  but  an,  affecfted,  ftiff  air,  a  grave  face 
peeping  out  of  a  profound  wig,  and  my  hand  kept  warm 
in  my  mulf,  muft  tranfpire,  till  the  hufband  is  gone  out  of 
the  room  ;  and  from  that  inftant,  the  drefling-room  be¬ 
comes  facred  to  me  and  my  patient.  I  then  proceed  to 
afk  fuch  queftions,  with  an  air  of  gravity  and  importance, 
that  muft  confound  a  woman  of  modefty  beyond  imagi¬ 
nation  :  upon  perceiving  her  embarraftinent,  I  get  up, 
take  her  by  the  hand,  and  tell  her  how  very  unlike  her 
conduct  is  to  my  lady  Lucy  Likeit,  whom  I  have  juft  left  ; 
that  her  ladyfhip  thought  fhe  was  with  child,  but  that  I 
could  perceive  no  circle  round  her  ?upples%^  nor  by  the 
touch  had  I  any  reafon  to  believe  fhe  was  breeding:  This 
reconciles  my  new  patient ;  fhe  hears,  and  wonders  at 
lady  Lucy’s  conduct ;  but  believing  it  no  more  than  is 
common,  and  that  the  Do&or  has  a  licence  to  take,  and 

' _ ; _ ,  '  -  •  # 
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*  Page  187. — Smellie  obferyes,  that  ObfiruBions  and  Pregnancy  are  both 
accompanied  by  a  ftretching  fullnefs  of  the  breads,  but  on  the  lafi  only 
may  be  perceived  the  Areola,  or  brown  ring  round  the  nipples  j  but  this 
circle  is  not  always  fo  difcoverable  as  in  th zjirjl  pregnancy. 
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file  to  grant  thefe  liberties,  {he  acquiefces.  I  then  pro¬ 
ceed  to  examine  her  breajls ,  nipples,  8cc.  by  which  I  am 
foon  able  to  difeover,  what  further  liberties  I  may  pro¬ 
ceed  to,  under  the  fan&ion  of  my*  great  wig,  and  my 
grave  face ;  and  if  once  admitted  to  the  touchy  all  diffi¬ 
culties  for  five  or  fix  months  after,  are  removed ;  my  pa¬ 
tient  and  I  underhand  one  another  ;  fecrecy  is  the  word  ; 
my  character,  and  her  honour  feal  it. 

If  men-midwives  under  thefe  circumftances  ftand  un¬ 
moved,  they  are  a  part  of  the  human  fpecies  I  am  a 
ftranger  to  !  Suppofe  then,  for  it  is  no  more  than  natu¬ 
ral  to  fuppofe  it,  that  I  fhould,  after  the  Touch* ,  offer 
feme  further  liberty,  (a  more  indelicate  liberty  I  cannot 
offer)  fuppofe  then,  I  fay,  my  patient  fhould  fly  out,  and 
afk  me  what  I  mean  by  fuch  infolent  and  unwarrantable 
conduct  ?  and  go  towards  the  Bell,  in  order  to  call  her 
hufband  and  fervants :  what  muft  be  done  ?  why,  ftep 
in  between  her  and  the  bell,  drop  on  my  knees,  and  im¬ 
plore  her  pardon ;  telling  her  that  my  profeflion  does 


*  Page  1 8 8. — In  the  fifth  or  fixth  month  of  Uterine  geftation,  by  the 
Touch  into  the  Vagina ,  we  perceive  the  neck  of  the  womb  considerably 
fhortened ! 


not 
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not  emafculate  me ;  that  my  own,  and  my  family’s 
bread,  depends  upon  my  chara&er  in  my  profeflion; 
that  I  never  was  fo  unfortunately  overcome  upon  any 
jormer  occalion ;  that  what  had  happened,  was  more  my 
misfortune  than  my  fault ;  and  that  I  mull  have  been 
more  or  lefs  than  man;  to  have  Hood  unmoved,  on fuch 
an  occalion,  with  fuch  a  woman.  Here  is  a  full  and 
certain  pardon  obtained ;  for  a  fenfible  woman  would  be 
too  wife  to  tell  her  hulband,  and  a  foolifh  woman  too 
vain.  ^  noilo baa  {sniribrjM 

■  v  .  r,n.  r  ,*  T  .  r  •  f  "  *  i 
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However  high  the  above  Icenery  may  be  coloured,  it 
is  no  more  than  nature  exhibits  every  day,  not  only  in 
the  capital  of  this  kingdom,  but  almoft  in  every  country 
town.  Whichever  way  I  go  out  of  London,  far  or  near, 
every  town  is  ornamented  with  a  red  door,  and  a  bright 
knocker,  and  over  it  you  are  informed,  in  gold  letters, 
that  the  houfe  is  the  property  of  J.  BLOWBLADDER, 
Surgeon,  Apothecary  and  Man-midwife.  Nay, 
often  two  names,  as  partners  in  this  myfterious  bufinefs , 
ornament  the  board. 

r  tv  p  ;|p;r  niyi  *•  -■  i ,  1  r>r  . »  i  *  .  r.,.,  _  .  .•  •  ♦ 
c  4  lo  ».  t  JJlu*  V  lin  ;1 

I  know  not  which  to  defpife  moll,  the  hulbands  who 
give  up  their  wives  to  be  fo  wantonly  and  fo  unnecefla- 

D  rilv 
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rily  handled  and  touched  by  r$ep  mid  wives ;  or  the 
Wives,  who  are  fo  void  of  a  proper  fenfe  of  their  huf- 
band’s  dignity,  and  their  own  modefty,  as  to  employ 
men  midwives  upon  every  occalion :  I  fay  upon  every 
occafion  ;  for  when  once  the  male  Midwife  has  got  ad - 
miffion ,  he  becomes  Phyfician  general  to  the  whole  fa¬ 
mily;  nay,  if  the  huiband  be  ill,  the  wife  will  not  be 
eafy,  unlefs  her  Doctor  be  called  in  ;  tq  the  great  pre¬ 
judice  of  phyficians  regularly  bred;  to  the  abufe  of 
Medicine ;  and  often  to  the  difcredit  of  the  greateft  blefv 
fing  to  mankind,  when  trufted  in  fkillful  hands. 

•4}  ^  ,  *  -  *  r  Y  t 
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The  dangerous  confequences  of  iron  inftru men ts,  al- 
moft  conftantly  ufed  by  men  midwives  5  and  which  often 
deftroy  the  life  of  the  child,,  or  mother,  or  both,  and  the 
certainty  of  rendering  the  woman’s  perfon  lefs  agreeable, 
and  often  loathfome  to  her  hufband.;  ought  to  have 
great  weight  with  women,,  and  their  hufbands  alfo,  pro-^ 
vided  the  matter  of  delicacy,,  decency,,  and  modefty,  was 
out  of  the  queftion. :  and  yet  it  is  no  uncommon  thing 
to  hear  a  male  midwife  pradlitioner,  call  the  greateft  ca¬ 
lamity  and  misfortune  that  can  befall  a  woman,  by  the 
ludicrous  epithet  of  Laying  Pit  and  Boxes,  together*.. 


*  Read  Smellie,  and  you’d  find  this  no  uncommon  misfortune,  where 

men  pra&itioners  are  employed. 


Men 


(  *3  ) 


Men  were  born,  and  women  were  delivered  by  the 
proper  attendance  of  women  only,  for  many  generations, 
and  without  any  bad  confequences,  either  to  the  mother 
or  the  child.  Nature  left  to  herfelf  fcarce  ever  errs ;  if 
fhe  does,  it  generally  happens  that  fhe  over-does,  but 
feldom  under-does  her  part.  To  wait  the  courfe  of  na¬ 
ture  ;  receive  her  hints ;  and  gently  affift  her  efforts ;  is 
the  part  of  a  fkillful  midwife  r  he  or  fhe  who  does  more, 
is  ignorant  of  the  little  they  have  to  do  ;  and  this  bufi- 
nefs  ought  always  to  be  done,  by  the  afliftance  of  wo¬ 
men  only  ;  and  a  thoufand  arguments  might  be  produ¬ 
ced  to  confirm  it.. 

I  am  not  unaware  that  it  will  be  here  faid,  that  diffi¬ 
cult  labours  require  not  only  the  fkill,  but  ftrength  of  a 
man,  and  that  it  would  be  impofiible  to  deliver  fome 
women  without  inftruments  ;  it  may  befo  ;  but  I  will 
take  upon  me  to  fay,  it  only  happens  to  fiich  women 
who  have  been  injured  byhafty  or  forced  labours,  with 
a  former  child,  or  by  iron  inftruments  ;  it  never  happens 
to  a  woman  with  her  firft  child  *y  nor  does  it  ever  hap¬ 
pen  to  the  poor  with  any  child  :  the  reafon  is,  that  they 
are  not  injured  by  the  former  labours ;  and  that  the  old 

Xu  i  .  * 


(  14*  ) 

lady  mentioned  above,  is  their  faithful  and  unerring  mid¬ 
wife. 

I  fee  continual  accounts  of  the  death  of  women  in 
childbed  that  are  women  of  fafhion  :  I  feldom  hear  in 
the  country  where  I  live,  of  the  death  of  any  of  my  un- 
fafhionable  neighbours  by  this  diflemper ,  as  Smellie  calls 
it.  When  does  a  mare,  a  cow,  a  hare,  a  rabbit,  or  any 
part  of  the  brute  creation  die,  in  bringing  forth  their 
young  ?  Scarce  ever  !  And  has  Providence  been  fo  careful 
in  the  prefervation  of  brutes,  and  left  the  nob] eft  part  of 
her  produ&ion  in  danger  ?  Certainly  Not :  Why  then 
fhould  women  think  it  neceftary  to  expofe  their  perfons, 
and  their  infirmities,  and  to  be  twifted  and  turned  about, 
in  whatever  pofture  or  attitude  the  man-midwife  is 
pleafed  to  dire<ft  *,  either  in  bed  or  up,  and  to  keep  her 
hufband  all  this  time,  in  more  pain  of  mind,  than  that 
which  (he  fuffers  in  body ;  for  no  other  end,  but  the 
vanity  of  having  a  do&or,  as  they  call,  it;  but  what  I 
call,  an  outrage  to  fenfe,  dignity,  love  and  virtue. 


*  Page  183,  Smellie  fays,  “  About  the  fifth  or  fixth  month,  the  upper 
part  of  the  Uterus  is  lo  much  ftretched,  as  to  rife  three  or  four  inches  above 
the  Os  Pubis ,  fo  that,  by  prefling  the  hand  on  the  belly,  efpecially  of  lean 
•women ,  it  is  frequently  perceived !  and  if,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Index  of 
the  other  band  be  introduced  in  the  Vagina ,  the  neck  will  leem  Ihortened. 

That 


/ 


(  IS  ) 

That  fome  of  thefe  Touching  Gentry  have  been  pro- 
fecuted,  and  feverely  punifhed  for  their  luftful  attempts, 
in  touching  their  patients,  is  a  notorious  truth  ;  that  hun¬ 
dreds  of  them  get  off,  and  that  many  fucceed,  cannot 
be  doubted  :  nay,  it  can  fcarce  be  doubted,  but  they  all 
are  liable  to  fall  into  the  fituati^n  I  juft  now  fuppofed 
myfelf  in,  and  pointed  the  way  to  get  out. 

a  *  *  * 

» » 

I  could  mention  feveral  profecutions  of  men  midwives 
upon  record  *,  but  the  following  will  be  fufficient;  though 
a  man  who  is  robbed  of  his  wife’s  fidelity,  does  not  mils 
it,  till  it  is  too  late  tc  advertife  the  thief. 

A  merchant  of  this  kingdom,  who  had  a  very  young 
and  beautiful  wife,  was  attended  by  an  eminent  man- 
midwife,  to  cure  him  of  a  diforder  he  had  got,  by  going 
aftray,  and  amufing  himfelf  one  evening,  in  the  en¬ 
virons  of  Covent- Garden,  while  his  wife  imagined  he 
was  gone  to  his  country  houfe  at  Epfom  :  The  merchant 


*  The  Records*of  every  Court  in  this  Kingdom  will  confirm  this  Af- 
fertion. 

E  there- 


therefore,  defired  the  dodtor  to  vifit  his  wife,  whom  he 
fuipedted  to  be  with  child  ;  and,  to  fave  appearances, 
perfuade  her,  that,  by  a  complaint  he  found  (from  touch- 
ing  I  prefume)  fhe  laboured  under,  it  was  abfblutely 
neceffary  to  lie  apart  from  her  hufband.  The  dodtor 
undertook  the  commiffion  :  when,  inflead  of  faving  the 
hufband’s  credit,  and  faithfully  keeping  his  fecret,  he  in¬ 
formed  the  v/ife  of  the  whole  truth  of  the  affair 
and  made  fuch  inflammatory  cbfervations  on  the  incon- 
'  ftancy  of  her  hufband,  and  the  beauty  of  the  wife,  that 
with  the  advantage  of  opportunity,  her  hufband’s  falfe- 
nefs,  and  large  dofes  of  cantharides ,  which  he  admini- 
ftered,  he  debauched  her :  But  thefe  ftimulating  medi¬ 
cines  had  fuch  an  effedt,  that  fhe  died  in  confequence 
thereof ;  and,  by  way  of  attonement  to  her  injured  huf¬ 
band,  declared  the  wdiole  truth  in  her  lafb  hours. 

* 

Docflor  Smellie,  in  the  introduction  to  his  treatife  on 
midwifery,  fays, — <c  It  is  natural  to  fuppofe ,  that ,  while 
<<  the  fmplicity  of  the  early  ages  remained^  wo7nen  would 

have  recourfe  to  noite  but  perfons  of  their  own  fex  in 
u  difeafes  peculiar  to  it  !  Accordingly ,  fays  he ,  we  find 

iC  that  in  Egypt  midwifry  was  praElifed  by  women f  ’ - 

What  a  pity  it  was,  that  the  ufe  of  hooks  and  crotchets, 

pincers. 


(  i7  ) 

pincers,  boring  fciflars,  tapes  and  filleting,  was  not  known 
to  the  poor  Egyptians !  That  Egyptians,  who  knew  how 
to  preferve  dead  bodies  for  three  thoufand  years,  fo  as 
to  keep  their  living  form,  fhould  have  been  fo  fhort  of 
invention,  as  never  to  have  found  out  the  method  of 
fcooping  a  child’s  brains  out,  and  thereby  have  preferved 
the  lives  of  the  poor  Egyptian  ladies !  I  fuppofe  all  the 
Egyptian  mummies  brought  over  here,  befides  thofe 
which  are  in  the  Mufeum,  to  be  the  bodies  of  poor 
Egyptian  ladies,  who  died  in  child-bed  ;  and  that  the 
hieroglyphics  on  their  ficamore  coffins,  could  they  be  de- 
cyphered,  would  appear  to  be,  the  lamentations  of  their 
furviving  hulbands,  that  no  art  could  -  be  bifcovered 
whereby  nature  might  be  correSled ,  and  made  more 

Little  did  the  poor  Egyptian  ladies  think,  that  it  would 
be  three  thoufand  years,  before  doCtor  Smellie  would  be 
born,  and  the  art  of  touchings  and  having  women’s  lives 
in  this  dangerous  diftemper *,  be  brought  to  perfection. 

But,  to  comfort  my  fair  countrywomen,  let  it  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  thefe  were  Jew  ladies.  Indeed  the  doc¬ 
tor  obferves,  that  a  law  was  made  at  Athens,  prohibiting 

women, 

*  As  Dr.  Smellie  calls  it. 


\ 


(  1 8  ) 

women,  and  {laves,  from  pradtifing  phyfic  ;  but,  fays  he, 
cc  the  miftaken  mo  defly  of  the  fex  rendered  it  afterwards 
ec  abfolutely  neceffary  to  allow  free  women  the  privilege  of 
Cl  faring  this  art  with  the  men” 

It  is  pleafant  to  obferve  the  artful  and  fallacious  man¬ 
ner  in  which  Smellie  touches  upon  the  prohibition  of 
women  pra&itioners  at  Athens.  But  I  muft  fet  before 
my  fair  countrywomen,  the  noble  example  of  the  Athe¬ 
nian  Matrons  upon  this  occalion. 

The  law  laid  them  under  a  neceffity  of  employing 
men,  or  trufting  wholly  to  the  efforts  of  nature  ;  many 
did  fo,  rather  than  fubmit  to  a  pra&ice  fo  repugnant  to 
to  decency  :  upon  fome  particular  occafions,  this  mifla - 
ken  modefly  of  the  fex  proved  fatal ;  which  being  obferved 
by  a  woman  named  Ag?iodice ,  fhe  dreffed  herfelf  in  man’s 
apparel,  and  entered  herfelf  a  ftudent  under  a  certain 
profeffor  named  Hierophilus ;  and  after  having  obtained 
a  competent  knowledge  in  that  art,  fhe  revealed  herfelf 
to  her  own  fex  :  who  agreed,  with  ONE  confent,  to 
employ  none  belide  her. 

Hereupon 


(  19  ) 

Hereupon  the  men  pradfitioners,  enraged  at  their  want 
of  bufinefs,  indicted  her  before  the  court  of  Areopagus^ 
as  one  that  corrupted  mens  wives.  To  obviate  this 
accufation,  fhe  difcovered  her  fex  :  upon  this,  they  pro- 
fecuted  her  with  greater  eagernefs ;  as  violating  the  laws 
and  encroaching  upon  the  mens  prerogative ;  when,  to 
prevent  her  ruin,  the  principal  Matrons  of  the  city  came 
into  court,  and,  addrefling  themfelves  to  the  Judges, 

told  them, - “  That  they  were  not  Husbands, 

“  but  Enemies,  who  were  going  to  condemn 
“  the  person  to  whom  they  owed  their  lives.” 

- And  it  was  upon  this  modeft,  and  fpirited  remon- 

ftrance  of  the  Athenian  ladies,  that  Agnodice  was  ac¬ 
quitted;  and  that  law  repealed. 

And  fliall  the  ladies  of  this  happy  Ifle,  and  in  this 
enlightened  and  refined  age,  be  lefs  delicate  than  the 
Athenians  ?  forbid  it  Decency  :  forbid  it  Love, 

Najhy  to  prevent  the  fatal  confequences  of  fudden 
quarrels  at  Bath ;  a  place  where  gaming  more  particularly 
is  allowed,  if  not  encouraged;  enaSled  a  law ,  That  no  man 
fhould  wear  a  fword  at  Bath,  but  he  who  was  not  in- 
titled  to  wear  one  any  where  elfe :  and  that  law  is  ftri dtly 
obferved  there  to  this  day.  And  if  a  law  was  enadted, 

F  allowing 


(  2P  )  • 

allowing  thofe  women  only,  the  aftiftance  of  men-mid~  . 
wives,  who  acknowledge  themfelves  unworthy  of,  or 
indifferent  about  the  affedtion  of  their  hufbands ;  I  think 
it  would  prevent  the  cuftom  of  many  thoufand  iron  in¬ 
struments  being  worn  and  ufed>  that  are  much  more  fatal 
to  the  human  ipecies. 

Indeed  we  have  many  women  amongft  us,  that  would 
not  iuffer  a  man  midwife  to  attend  them,  under  any  cir- 
cumftances  whatever  ;  nay  I  could,  without  quitting  this 
iftand,  produce  a  King,  a  Queen,  and  eight  or  ten  Princes 
of  the  Blood,  wrho  all  came  into  the  world  (God  be 
thanked)  juft  as  the  poor  Egyptians  did  but,  I  fup- 
pofe  it  arofe  from  a  miftaken  modefty  of  the  fex  ;  or 
Dr.  Blowbladder,  or  fome  of  his  brethren,  had  certainly 

been  called  in. 

Much  more  might  be  faid,  to  convince  every  man  of 
fenfe,  and  every  woman  of  modefty,  how  very  indecent. 


*  How  often  do  we  fee  accounts  of  unfortunate  young  women,  being  de¬ 
livered  quite  alone ;  whofe  fhame  and  modefty  tempt  them  to  commit  a 
crime  againft  nature  afterwards !  But  I  never  heard  of  any  of  thefe  un¬ 
fortunate  perfons  being  found  dead  for  want  of  a  midwife !  Goody  Nature 
always  fteps  in  upon  thefe  occafions,  and  does  more  than  her  patient  would 
v/ifh. 


and 


(  «  ) 

and  how  very  indelicate,  the  neceflary  bufinefs  of  a  man 
midwife  muft  be  carried  on.  But  if  he  be  wantonly  dif- 
pofed,  he  may  turn  your  wife  in  whatever  attitude  for 
fight,  or  touch ,  he  pleafes  ;  nay,  cc  he  may  fo  place  her , 
u  with  her  breech  towards  himy  on  the  fide  of  her  bed ,  with 
cc  a  fheet  thrown  over  him  and  kerf  fas  Smel lie  direSls) 
fo  as  to  gratify,  unknown  to  the  woman,  any  paffion  he 
pleafes.  I  know  it  may  be  obje&ed  to,  and  faid,  that 
a  woman,  under  fuch  circumftances,  muft  be  difguftful, 
and  remove  every  fenfual  appetite:  But  this  I  deny  ;  it 
is  faid  a  woman  is  like  a  riddle,  nothing  in  it,  when 
found  out ;  but  a  fine  woman,  unfound  out ,  can  appear 
in  no  fituation,  not  even  in  the  a<ft  of  death,  but  fuch  as 
has  ftirred  the  moft  unconquerable  of  paflions. 

It  is  not  the  fcience  I  mean  to  decry,  but  the  pra&ice 
of  the  men,  who  teach,  and  profefs  it.  I  would  have 
women  properly  inftrucfted,  and  women  only  employed  : 
I  would  have  inftruments  quite  difufed  ;  being  convinced 

they  deftroy  more  than  they  prefer ve. - To  employ 

men  on  fuch  occafions  is  abominable  :  and  I  own  I 
never  meet  any  of  thefe  obftetrical  phyficians,  that  I 
do  not  look  on  them,  as  I  fhould  on  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco,  or  the  Bafhaw  of  Tangier,  going  to  hisferaglio, 
I  really  confider,  that,  every  man,  from  the  iirft 

peer 


* 


1 
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peer  in  the  kingdom,  down  to  my  butter-man's  wife  in 
Clare*  market,  (for  file  has  her  doElor )  who  opens  his 
doors  to  men  mid  wives,  opens  a  way  to  diigrace  their  fa¬ 
milies;  to  injure  the  perfons,  if  not  the  morals  of  their 
wives ;  nor  can  it  fail  to  induce  every  man,  who  feri- 
oufly  and  prudently  confiders  this  practice,  to  look  on 
the  huiband  who  confents  to  it,  with  contempt  and  in¬ 
dignation.  As  to  myfelf,  I  ingenuoufly  owrn,  my  wife’s 
mind  being  out  of  the  queftion,  I  would  fooner  give 
her  up  to  the  embraces  of  any  one  man,  once  a  year, 
than  fubjedt  her  perfon  to  be  fo  expofed,  touched \  and 
handled,  as  fhe  who  is  attended,  and  delivered  of  a  child 
may,  nay  muft  be,  by  a  male  midwife. 

If  the  Reader  is  deiirous  of  any  further  proofs  of  what 
I  advance,  let  him  read  Dodlor  Smellie’s  book ;  and  take 
the  Doctor’s  word,  inftead  of  mine. 

There  is  not  any  thing  neceflary  in  midwifery,  but 
what  a  woman  can  learn,  and  execute,  with  more  pro¬ 
priety,  and  with  as  much  fafety  as  men.  Inftruments 
are  always  injurious,  often  dangerous,  and  fcarce  ever 
neceflary.  The  world  was  peopled  much  better,  before 
the  mungrel  name  of  man  midwives  was  known ;  they 
were  imported  here  from  France,  at  the  fame  time  that 
.  Tire- 

ViUiuu  .. 


(  ) 

1 'ire-women  were  put  down  in  England.  The  alteration 
of  modes,  within  thefe  thirty  years,  are  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  ;  men  mid  wives  are  become  general ;  men  hair- 
dreflers,  men  flay- makers ;  in  fhort,  we  want  nothing 
now  but  the  Italian  Cicijbeo  *  to  be  introduced  here,  in 
order  to  qualify  our  high  bred  fafhionable  ladies,  to  be 
juftly  ranked  with  the  ladies  of  Genoa,  a  country  without 
wood,  water  without  fifh,  their  men  without  honour*  and 
their  women  without  Virtue.  And,  if  this  fhould  ever 
become  the  character  of  the  fineft>  and,  till  of  late,  the 
moft  efteemed  women  in  the  world,  for  their  modefty, 
beauty,  and  fidelity ;  ftrange  as  it  may  appear,  I  will 
pronounce,  their  degeneracy  began  with  the  pra&ice  of 
men  in  midwifery,  and  muft  end  with  their  difufe,  or 
have  a  worfe  end* 

f  _  *  ♦  *  r  /  0. 

I  have  the  fatisfa&ion  to  know  a  great  number  of 
married  women,  who  have  always  thought  on  this 


*  The  Italian  Cicijbeo  is  the  conftant  attendant  and  gallant  to  married 
women.  In  Italy,  every  one  having  a  Cicijbeo ,  who  attends  her  whenever 
he  pleafes,  in  private  or  in  public  ;  he  even  affifts  in  dreffing  her ;  and  the 
Italian  hujbands  will  toll  you,  no  Cicijbeo  was  ever  guilty  of  an  impure  touch  * 
and  fo  will  every  man  midwife  tell  you  in  England  *  but — Quejla  cofa  non 
nt  entra, 

fubjeetj 


G 


(  24  ) 


fubjedt,  as  I  write  ;  it  is  my  wife’s  lot  to  be  acquainted 
withnone  other  :  I  would  as  foon  fend  my  wife  to  vifit  a 
Covent-Garden  hoftefs,  as  be  familiar  with  thefe  male 

midwife  Trumpeters. - -Lard,  Madam,  who  is  your 

dodlor  ?  fays  one  ;  well,  I’ll  never  have  a  woman  ;  my 
dodtor  is  the  fvveeteft  man !  fo  gentle ,  fo  humane ,  fo  pa¬ 
tient  !  and  then  he  is  fo  Jafe  *  ;  with  a  thoufand  fuch 
fine  things  of  the  Dodtor,  that  the  Trumpeter  foon  makes 
half  the  circle  in  love  with  her  dear  dodtor,  before  they 
have  even  feen  him,  and  determine  to  confult  him  the 
next  morning.  I  ferioufly  believe  that  moft  women  really 
love  their  midwife,  in  fome  degree,  equal  to  that  which 
they  feel  towards  their  hulbands ;  for,  if  the  hufoand  be 
an  inftrument  to  their  pleafures,  and  comforts,  the  doc¬ 
tor  alfo  is,  in  their  fimple  opinion,  the  inftrument  of 
their  eafe,  and  their  deliverer  from  extreme  mifery.  I 
never  heard  a  woman  fpeak  of  her  midwife  but  with  an 
uncommon  degree  of  kindnefs ;  I  have  often  heard  a  wo¬ 
man  fpeak  of  an  affedlionate  hulband,  without  betraying 


*  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  how  thefe  advocates  for  male  praftice  became 
fo  well  informed  as  to  matters  of  fafety :  all  the  rejl>  I  will  allow  them  to 
be  competent  judges  of. 

•'That 


(  25  } 

That  many  innocent  and  chafte  women  have,  and  do 
employ  men  mid  wives,  I  make  no  doubt ;  and  that 
many  men  midwives  may,  and  do  acquit  themfelves,  as 
decently  as  their  pra&ice  will  admit  of,  I  will  not  deny  : 
But,  that  it  is  an  immodeft,  an  unneceffary,  and  a  fhame- 
ful  practice  to  encourage,  I  will  maintain  ;  and  that  there 
lives  not  a  man  of  fenfe  and  fentiment,  who  loves  his 
wife,  that  ever  returned  to  her  bed  with  that  degree  of 
fatisfa&ion  and  affedion,  who  has  undergone  a  male 
midwife’s  Touch ,  as  fhe  whofe  perfon  is,  or  he  fuppofes 
to  be,  facred  to  him,  and  him  alone.  Whenever  I  fee  a 
married  woman  nice  in  fentiment,  and  delicate  in  her 
expreflions,  and  find  fhe  is  attended  by  a  male  midwife ; 
I  confider  her  a  pretender  to  both  :  I  look  on  her  with 
contempt ;  and  I  confider  that,  if  fhe  had  the  authority 
of  cuftom  to  fupport  it,  fhe  would  permit  me,  or  any 
other  man,  to  take  the  fame  liberty. 

Hard  as  this,  and  my  former  treadle,  may  feem  to 
fall  on  the  ladies,  thofe  who  are  warned  by  it,  and  ap¬ 
prized  of  the  confequences,  will  find  the  Author  their 
friend,  and  their  deliverer  ;  a  friend  of  more  importance 
to  their  happinefs  than  the  unthinking  multitude  are 
aware  of ;  and  a  deli  verer  from  worfe  evils  than  the  pains 
of  child-birth  can  produce. 

r<  :  •  '-'-'Men 
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I  denre  every  man  who  loves  his  wife,  or  regards  his 
own  honour,  ferioufly  to  figure  to  himfelf  a  fmart  man- 
midwife,  locked  into  his  wife’s  apartment,  lubricating 
his  finger  with  pomatum,  in  order  to  introduce  it  into 
his  wife’s  V agina !  nay,  if  he  pleafes,  two  fingers,  or- 
one  finger  in  the  V agina>  and  the  other  into  the  Re&um , 
according  to  the  ingenious  Dr.  Smellies  direction  under 
the  chapter  Touching  *.  ’Tis  true,  the  dodtor  fays,  the 
patient  never  fails  to  complain  when  two  are  introduced  ; 
but  what  need  the  dodtor  care  for  that  ?  He  knows  fhe 
will  not  complain  of  it  to  her  hufband ;  and  her  com¬ 
plaining  to  the  humane,  gentle  dodtor,  furnifhes  him 
with  an  opportunity  to  exprefs  his  concern  ;  to  fhew  a 
frefh  inftance  of  his  tendernefs  ;  and  to  profefs  his  admi¬ 
ration  of  a  woman  fo  exquijitely  fufceptible  / 

And  I  defire  every  woman  who  loves  her  hufband,  or 
who  covets  his  love ;  ferioufly  to  confider,  whether  fhe 


*  Can  any  man  of  fenfe  or  delicacy,  or  any  woman  of  virtue  and  mo- 
defty,  read  or  confider  the  above  directions  (which  are  repeatedly  given  by 
Smellie)  without  feeling  the  utmoft  indignation  to  a  practice  fo  fhameful  ; 
And  if  Smellie,  who  is  confidered  the  oracle  for  knowledge  in  Midwifery, 
directs  it  *,  who  can  doubt  but  that  his  pupils  practice  it !  And  if  they  do, 
I  fubmit  it  to  the  judgment  of  every  man,  who  knows  human  nature,  and 
to  every  woman,  who  wifhes  to  aCt  conformable  to  the  rules  of  decency  ; 
Whether  that  practice  alone  does  not  juftify  this  publication  ? 


be 
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be  ftri&ly  intitled  to  the  appellation,  of  being  called  a 
modeft  woman,  after  fhe  has  admitted  a.  male  operator 
thus  to  infult  her  perfon,  and  her  underftanding,  by 
taking  a  liberty  that  can  give  him  no  information  what¬ 
ever,  but  that  fhe  is  a  fool,  or  worfe,  who  fuffers  it. 
Nay,  I  am  thoroughly  perfuaded,  that  every  man  mid¬ 
wife,  who  happens  to  be  poffefled,  of  either  fenfe,  or 
fentiment,  muft,  in  his  own  bread,  entertain  but  a  very 
indifferent  opinion,  of  the  underftanding  of  his  patients 
fpoufes*  * 

That  many  women  refufe  their  operator  this  liberty 
o$.  Touching^  I  firmly  believe  5  but  the  very  attempt  of 
the  man,  and  the  neceffary  confequence  of  the  woman’s 
refufal,  is  almoft  as  bad ;  and  either  one  or  the  other  is 
fu.re  to  happen,  where  the  fubjedt  is,  in  the  DoEi or  s 
opinion,  worthy  of  his  infpeEiion . 

But  fetting  afide  every  confideration,  as  to  modefty, 
delicacy,  fenfe,  fentiment,  and,  above  all,  how  this  kind 
of  proceeding  may  fit  on  the  mind  of  an  affe&ionate 
hufband,  I  will  maintain  it,  that  every  woman  runs  a 
greater  rifque  of  lofing  her  life,  with  a  fkilful  man- 
midwife,  than  with  even  an  ignorant  fumbling  old 
woman. 


H 
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The  maa-midwife  is  for  difpatch,  and  that  difpatch 
cannot  Be  obtained  without  a  double  force  on  nature; 
for  it  muft  be  obtained  with  inftruments,  and  confe- 
quentlv,  muft  bring  into  the  world  a  child  that  ought 
not  to  hatfe  made  its  appearance  for  lome  hours  *.  1 

fufpeeft  it  will  be  faid,  what  fignifies  an  hour  or  two  ? 
But  by  the  fame  reafon  it  may  be  afked,  what  fignifies  a 
month,  or  a  week  ?  and  yet  either  of  thefe  miftakes  often 
prove  fatal  to  the  mother  or  child,  or  both.  But  fuppofe 
there  were  no  other  confideration3  but  the  prefervation 
of  the  woman’s  perfon  ;  a  circumftance  of  no  (mail  im¬ 
portance  with  the  fair  fex  ;  yet  that  is  inevitably  fpoiled, 
fo  fure  as  a  man  midwife,  and  confequently  an  inftru- 
ment,  comes  near  them  ;  for  they  as  certainly  ufe  them, 
as  they  prudently  and  cautioujly  conceal  them,  according 
to  Dotftor  Smellie’s  particular  advice; 

When  the  parts  have  been  once  extended,  for  the 


*  A  man  midwife  in  the  Weft  of  England,  being  engaged  in  a  (hooting 
party  abroad,  which  broke  in  upon  his  promife  to  a  poor  woman  he  was  to 
'attend;  he  went  to  fee  her,  in  hopes  (as  fhe  was  near  her  time)  of  finding 
her  in  labour :  but  fhe  was  quite  well,  and  at  her  walking  tub.  He  how¬ 
ever  prevailed  upon  her  to  be  delivered  then  !  which  lhe,  after  much  per- 
fuafion,  fubmitted  to  ;  and  was  accordingly  delivered,  together  with  her 
child,  .from  the  cares  of  this  troublefome  world  ! 


convenience 
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^convenience  of  the  Doctor’s  hand,  and  forceps,  they  never 
recover  their  former  elafticity  ;  and  if  the  woman  efcapeS 
inward  injuries,  that  often  terminate  in  ulcers  many  years 
after,  fhe  cannot  efc&pe,  without  rendering  her  perfon 
lefs  agreeable,  if  not  totally  difagreeable  to  her  hufband  r 
For  thefe  people  not  only  do  injury  at  the  time  of  deli¬ 
very,  but  frequently,  three  or  four  days  after,  introduce 
their  hand  and  arm  to  perform  the  office  known  amongft 
themfelves  by  the  epithet  of /weeping  the  womb  %  ;  than 
which,  nothing  can  be  a  ftronger  proof,  of  the  injury 
done  the  woman’s  perfon  at  her  labour  :  for  this  ad:  of 
womb-fweeping,  cannot  poffibly  be  performed  on  the 
perfon  of  a  woman  who  is  delivered  as  fhe  ought,  by 
that  unerring  Old  Lady,  mentioned  with  fo  much  ho¬ 
nour,  in  the  firft  fheet  of  this  letter  ;  and  to  this  old 
lady,  I  hope  to  be  the  means  of  making  known,  all  the 
young  and  amiable  part  of  my  fair  countrywomen,  who 
may  be  affiired,  that  it  is  lefs  indecent  to  read  this  let¬ 
ter  to  every  man  of  their  acquaintance  in  public,  than 
to  admit  a  male  midwife  in  private  ;  and  thefe  who  are 


*  Smellie  fays,  page  237,  when  the  flatfjnta  adheres  to  the  fundus ,  and 
all  the  lower  part  of  the  womb  is  ftrongly  pontra&ed,  the  hand  mwfl  be 
farced  u-p  in  form  of  a  cone-  into  the  Vagina ! 


Vr-i  e 


wife  enough  to  rely  on  what  is  here  wrote,  without  any* 
other  view  than  their  happinefs,  will  find,  by  experience; 
that  the  Author  is  as  much  their  friend,  as  he  feerns  tot 
be  an  enemy  to  the  male  midwives  •>  which,  in  truth}  is 
not  the  cafe ;  for,  as  I  faid  above,  it  is  the  pra&ice ,  not 
the  men^  that  I  mean  to  exhibit  in  a  proper,  and  confe- 
quently  an  odious  light.  >  •  *  ; 

I  cannot  conclude,  without  drawing  forth  'the  fting' 
from  the  tail  of  my  former  Letter ,  addr'effed  to  a  young 
Lady  on  her  Marriage ,  and  levelled  at  the  Monthly  and 
Critical  Reviews ;  for  though  the  Critical  Review  men- 
mentioned  that  letter  in  the  moft  contemptuous  manner, 
the  Monthly  Review  has  had  the  candour  to  mention  it 
in  a  manner  that  did  honour  to/both  :  and  have  made 
their  remarks  with  that  cool  and  dilpafiionate  judgment, 
that  is  incumbent  on  Reviewers.  It  is  not  whether  they 
themfehes  approve,  or  difapprove  the  fubjedt ;  but  to  in¬ 
form  their  readers,  fairly  and  impartially,  with  the  fub^ 
jedfc  and  fubftance  of  the  performance  ;  yet  thefe  critical 
monthly  Book-Midwives  (for  they  murder  books  for 
want  of  infant  pradfice)  cannot  confine  their  pens  within 
the  bounds  of  decency,  becaufe  a  letter  is  publiihed,  de¬ 
crying  a  profeffion  they  were  bred  to,  but  by  which 
they  cannot  earn  their  bread  \  and  therefore  were  obliged 
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toia y:  afide  the  forceps  for  die  pen,  and  endeavour  to 
(coop  out  the  brains  of  grown  gentlemen  and  ladies  who 
figure  in  print,  inftead  of  reducing  childrens  heads  in 
their  mother’s  womb.  However,  to  convince  you,  Meflrs, 
Critical  Reviewers,  that  I  am  not  very  angry  with  you,  l 
will  give  you  one  word  of  friendly  advice  r  If  you  are  really 
wile,  and  wilh  well  to  your  brethren  of  the  faculty,  forget 
this  indecent  letter  in  your  monthly  catalogue  ;  fcr  in 
fpite  of  all  you  can  fay,  as  to  the  indecency  of  the  writer, 
or  the  incorredt  manner  in  which  he  writes,  it  will  have  its 
weight  among  men  of  fenfe,  and  women  of  virtue  :  And 
I  flatter  myfelf  that  it  will  open  the  eyes  of  a  multitude 
of  men,  and  women  too,  who  never  confldered  this  mat¬ 
ter  as  they  ought;  and  determine  them  to  be  fatisfied 
that  Mrs.  Draper,  Mrs.  Maddox,  and  many  other  women, 
can  do  all  that  is  neceflary  to  be  done,  with  decency  and 
iafety  ;  and  as  the  two  firft  Perfonages  in  the  kingdom 
have  (when  a  crown  was  at  flake)  been  content  with  the 
affiftance  only  of  Goody  Nature ,  Goody  Kennon ,  and 
Goody  Draper .  I  hope  to  fee  the  day,  when  the  ladies 
of  this  kingdom,  will  follow  the  noble  example  of  the 
Athenian  matrons ;  and  that  amidft  the  great  number 
of  publick  charities,  that  fo  particularly  characterize  this 
age,  and  kingdom,  for  their  humanity,  that  fome  lady 
of  high  rank  will  endeavour  to  render  it  more  remarkable 
for  its  decency,  by  promoting  a  fubfcription  fufRcient  to 

I  eftablifh 


(  32  ) 

•  *  p  M 

eftablifti  a  fund  for  the  inftru&ion  of  women,  in  the 

pra&ice  of  midwifery  :  A  woman  of  fortune  cannot  do 
more  honour  to  herfdf ;  nor  a  greater  fervice  to  her  Sex. 
We  have  already  experienced,  that  the  HIGHEST 
example  is  not  fufficient  to  remove  the  prejudices  of  the 
generality  of  our  'high  bred  ladies,  in  favour  of  the  men 
midwives :  and  therefore  the  expofing  their  weaknefles 
in  this  publick  manner,  with  a  view  to  their  happinefs, 

ought  to  be*  as  well  received,  as  it  is  kindly  meant. - 

They  ought  ferioufly  to  confider  what  is  hdre  laid  before 
them,  in  a  light  in  which  they  had  never  feen  it  before, 
tho’  a  juft  one:  And  I  will  appeal  to  any  woman  of 
fenfe,  who  lives  in  London,  and  who  is  within  the  reach 
of  Mrs.  Draper,  Mrs.  Maddox,  and  many  other  women 
mid  wives,  of  known  abilities,  and  yet  employs  a  man, 
I  fay  I  will  appeal  to  any  woman  of  fenfe,  under  thefe 
circumftances,  whether  fhe  has  not,  by  fo  doing,  facri- 
ficed  her  modefty,  to  fafhion  ;  her  perfon,  to  the  higheft 
indignity  ;  and  her  huiband’s  honour,  to  the  fneers  and 
fecret  contempt  of  her  male  operator.  If  fhe  will  not 
allow  this,  I  will  tell  her*a  truth  fhe  will  find  by  woeful 
experience-;  which  is,  if  her  hulband  be  a  man  of 
fenfe  and  fentimenfythat  file  has  had  a  fall,  almoft  equal 
to  that  of  her  firft  parents ;  and  if  file  ever  after  com¬ 
plain  of  the  coolnefs  and  indifference  of  her  hufband 
towards  her,  I  could  tell  her  another  truth,  not  lefs 
alarming.  Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Kennon ,  a  woman  not  lefsefteemed  for  her  good- 
nefs  of  heart,  than  for  her  {kill  in  the  pra&ice  of  mid¬ 
wifery,  and  who  always  attended  Her  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales,  put  a  five  hundred  pound 

bank  note  into  the  hands  of.  the  author  of  the  Petition 

*  *■  > 

of  the  Unborn  Babes ,  when  {lie  lay  upon  her  death-bed  ;  ^ 
(b  much  did  fhe  approve  of  that  performance;  at  a  time 
too ,  that  fhe  could  have  no  interefted  view. - This  Pe¬ 

tition  in  behalf  of  little  innocents,  whofe  fufferings  by 
torture  and  even  death  in  their  mother’s  womb,  are  ne- 
verthelefs  {Locking,  though  they  are  unable  to  move  com- 
*  paffion  by  their  tears,  or  groans; -this  petition,  I  fay, 
was  Wrote  by  one  of  the-  molt  able  phyficians  of  the  pre- 
fent,  or  perhaps  of  any  age  :  I  forbear  to  mention  his 
name,  becaufe  I  have  not  his  permiflion  ;  but  I  have  the 
very  beft  authority  for  what. I  fay;  and  his  authority, 
and  great  abilities,  juftify  the  affertions  throughout  this 
pamphlet ;  for  he,  who  it  mull:  be  allowed  is  a  compe¬ 
tent  judge,  objected  to,  and  does  object  to  the  practice 
of  men  in  midwifery,  as  unfafe,  indecent,  and  unne- 
ceffary :  often  dangerous  to  the  mother,  or  child,  or 
both;  and  always  a  reproach  to  thofe  women  who  en¬ 
courage  it,  unlefs  in  the  utmoft  extremities. 

This  pamphlet,  which  had  been  printed  many  months, 
was, laid  by.  at  a  book  filler’s  £hop  ;  the  Author  being  un¬ 
determined  when,  or  if  ever  it  fhouid ,  be  publifhsd  :  for, 
A  1  tho’ 
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tbp  it  contains  many  bold  affertions,  it  contains  no  will¬ 
ful  mifbke ;  nor  is  any  thing  advanced  in  it,  but  what 
is  well  founded  :  But  neverthelefs  I  confidered,  it  might 
prove  injurious  to  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  bred-  up 
to  the  practice  of  midwifery  and  to  feme  very  de- 
ferving,  modeft  men,  who  have  families  to  maintain, 
and  whofe  chief  fupport  might  depend  upon  this  parti¬ 
cular  branch  of  their  bufmefs.  Indeed  a  man  .midwife,, 
who  accidentally  came  into  this  bookfeller’s  fhop,  telling 
me,  in  general  converfation,  that  he  had  a  large  family 
to  maintain,  not  only  then  difpofed  me  to  with-hold  this 
publication,  but  induced  me  rather  to  have  wifhedr 
the  former  letter  had  not  been  made  fo  publick ;  fo 
much  was  my  perfonal  weaknefs  at  variance  with  the 
public  good  :  for  I  folemnly  protcft,  I  have  no  other  end 
in  view,  nor  any  particular  friend  to  ferve- 

I  write  from  felf  conviction ;  the  approbation  of  many 
women  of  difcretion  ;  and  of  many  men  of  judgment  t*. 
I  reverence  truth ;  and  am  open  to  conviction.  I  have 
advanced  no  intentional  falfity,  nor  have  I  given  any  ex¬ 
tracts  that  are  not  faithfully  copied  from  the  oracle  of 
midwifery,  Dr.  Smellie :  and  if  any  gentleman  practi¬ 
tioner  can  fhevv  what  I  have  here  advanced,  is  con¬ 
trary  to  the  good  of  fociety  in  general ;  and  fo  reprefent 
the  neceffity  of  male  practitioners,  that  men  in  general 
approve  of  it  \  I  will  reduce  the  head ,  and  fqueeze  out 

the 
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the  brains  of  this  performance  inftantly  :  But  then  it  muft 
be  done  by  a  mail  who  lives  like  a  chriftian  \  who  be¬ 
haves  like  a  gentleman  ;  and  who  writes  like  a  Jcholar  : 
not  by  any  debauched,,  abandoned  fellow,  whofe  indecent 
praElice  with  every  woman  he  comes  near ,  either  maids , 
wives  or  widows ,  nay  even  with  little  children ,  are  noto¬ 
rious  through  a  whole  county .  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
thefe  arguments  cannot  be  overturned,  I  am  ready  to 
fubfcribe  a  much  larger  fum  towards  the  inftru&ion  of 
female  midwives,  than  is  perhaps  quite  confiftent  with 
the  fmall  limits  of  my  own  fortune. 

It  may  now  be  afked,  why  my  perfonal  weaknefs  did 
not  prevail  ?  to  which  I  reply  ;  my  bookfeller  had  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  the  gentleman  mentioned  above,  is  a 
man  of  a  good  private  fortune  ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
he  put  into  my  hands  two  or  three  very  infolent  anony¬ 
mous  letters,  directed  to  him,  but  pointed  at  the  author 
of  a  Letter  to  a  Young  Lady.  Thefe  unmerited,  and 
unprovoked,  fcurrilous  letters,  had  on  them  the  Ip/wich 
poft  mark ,  and  I  am  fince  informed  they  were  wrote  by 
a  male  Goody  of  that  town,  who  about  the  fame  time 
printed  a  little  book  on  the  fame  fubje&r,  as  contemp¬ 
tible  as  the  author,  and  too  illiterate,  to  merit  any  *  fu¬ 
rious  reply.  His  brethren,  however,  are  obliged  to  this 
pert,  forward  coxcomb,  for  the  firfl:  publication  ;  and 
to  the  uncandid  remarks  of  the  Monthly  Reviewer’s 

K  Country 
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Country  Cor  respondent ,  Mr.  R — for  this  feeonc? 
edition. 

Nov/  I  mention  the  reviewers,  I  cannot  omit  affuring 
them,  that  I  am  never  inclined  to  be  angry  with  men 
who  deal  candidly  ;  nay,  I  am  not  even  angry  at  their 
very  partial  and  difingenuous  remarks  upon  this  pam¬ 
phlet  ;  becaofe  they  acknowledge  themfelves  obliged  to  a 
Country  Correfpondent  for  part  of  thofe  remarks ;  and  I 
flatter  myfelf  it  is  for  thofe  parts  wherein  they  deviate  fo 
much  from  the  character  of  gentlemen,  as  to  give  the 
lie  diredl.  But  pray,  gentlemen,  what  muft  the  public 
think  of  reviewers,  who  receive  and  publifh  the  author’s 
own  account  of  his  own  book  ?  I  fay,  what  muft  the 
public  think  of  reviewers,  if  they  publifh  the  remarks 
of  a  Country  Correfpondent ,  in  favour  of  his  own  book, 
and  his  own  praSiices  ?  Or,  do  they  not  know  that  Mr. 

R - d,  to  whom  they  are  fo  much  obliged,  is  not  only 

their  Country  Correfpondent ,  but  the  writer  of  the  re¬ 
marks  ?  yea,  and  author  alfo  of  the  letter,  fo  inimitably 
executed  in  defence  of  male  pra&ice  ?  Pray,  gentlemen* 
fhew  your  impartiality,  and  tell  your  *  readers  now,  that 
you  entirely  agree  with  me.  The  womb  fweeping ,  which 
fo  raifes  your  indignation,  I  had  many  years  ago  from 
the  mouth  of  a  very  eminent  man  midwife  :  Dr.  Smellie 
direds  it,  in  fome  cafes,  to  be  done  with  force  1  even 
though  the  womb  bz  flrongly  contraEled  ! — Pray,  gentle- 
*  men, 

*  See  Monthly  Review,  1764; 
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men,  who  told  you  the  author  had  conceived  an  impla¬ 
cable  averfion  to  men  midwives  ?  He  has  told  you  in 
both  pamphlets  quite  otherwife  ;  and  now  repeats  it, 
for  he  has  conceived  none.— —The  word  never ,  was  not 
intended  to  be  underftood  in  its  moil  extenfive  fenfe  : 
Does  not  a  phyfician  frequently  comfort  his  patients,  by 
telling  them,  that  no  one  ever  died  of  an  intermitting 
fever,  or  an  ague  ?  and  yet  certainly  it  has  happened  in 
both  cafes,  though  very  rarely  :  Therefore,  when  I  fay, 
a  mare,  a  hare,  a  cow,  or  rabbit,  never  die  in  parturi¬ 
tion  ;  I  mean,  that  it  is  very  unufual :  and  I  can  with 
truth  fay,  that  in  forty-five  years  of  my  own  life,  a  cir- 
cumftance  of  death  in  that  way,  never  came  within  my 
own  fight ;  nor  the  report  of  fueh  an  accident  within 

my  own  houfe. - Surely  j  gentlemen,  the  tranfcribing 

Dr.  Smel lie’s  art  of  touchings  was  a  very  necefiary,  and 
will  prove  a  very  powerful  argument,  againfl:  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  man  midwifery  :  It  has  touched  the  hearts  of  many 
modeft  women  with  remorfe  ;  and  it  has  occafioned 
many  fenfible  men  to  confider  this  matter  in  a  proper 
light,  It  is  the  indecency,  as  well  as  the  danger,  that 
I  mean  to  lay  open :  and  if  this  exhibition  of  fadts  are 
fo  alarming  to  men  of  reading  and  letters ,  that  they  do 
not  chufe  to  tranfcribe  them  into  their  works:  How 
much  more  alarming,  muft  the  practice  itfelf  be,  to 
every  married  man  y  when  he  reflects  that  his  wife  has 

'  (as 
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(as  many  women  who  call  themfelves,  nay  believe  them- 
ielves  virtuous  do)  put  her  perfon  into  the  hands  of  a 
male  midwife  ;  who  may  fo  alarm  her  with  fears,  fetting 
afide  the  pofTibility  of  exciting  any  other  paffiony  that 
he  may  take  every  liberty  (one  excepted)  with  her  per¬ 
fon  that  he  pleafes  ? 

Thofe  married  men,  who  can  confider  what  is  here 
faid,  with  indifference;  I  am  willing  to  except  from  this 
general  addrefs :  and  to  thofe  married  women,  who  can 
read  the  above,  as  well  as  the  following  extracts  from 
Dr.  Smellie’s  treatife,  without  fhame  and  horror,  l  am 
willing  to  allow  the  free  ufe  of  men,  not  only  in 
midwifery,  but  upon  every  other  occafion.  It  is,  as  I 
have  faid  above,  to  thofe  men  ofefenfe  and  fentiment, 
who  love  their  wives  with  pure  affection  ;  and  to  thofe 
Women,  that  are  follicitous  to  wear  down  the  charms  of 
their  youth  in  poffeffion  of  the  affedtion  of  their  huf- 
bands;  that  this  and  my  former  letter  is  addrefled.  I 
cannot  conclude  without  mentioning  a  few  circumftances 
that  greatly  promote  the.  bufinefs  of  the  male  practi¬ 
tioners,  as  well  as  encourage  female  patients ;  and  that 
is  the  innumerable  ftories,  that  every  female  nurfe  is  fur- 
nifhed  with,  to  alarm  the  ladies  they  attend.  There  is 
not  one  of  thefe  nurfes  that  cannot,  nay  that  do  not,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  month’s  fitting  by  the  fide  of  their  mif- 
trefs’s  bed,  inform  her  of  a  thoufand  inftances  of  the  ig~ 
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mrance  of  female  midwives,  and  of  the  Dolor’s  fkill ! 
how  many  women  they  have  attended,  who  inevitably 
had  been  loft,  with  their  dear  babes,  had  not  Dr.  Blow- 
bladder  been  called  in,  at  the  very  inftant  her  good  lady 
was  expiring and  thus  the  poor  deluded  miftrefs  is 
frightened  out  of  her  reafon,  her  decency,  and  love, 
that  nurfe  Grim-it  may  carry  off  the  donation  of  the 
goftips,  without  having  a  female  midwife  to  divide  it 
with  her  :  nay,  inftead  of  this  draw-back,  the  Dodtor, 
if  he  ^be  either  eminent  or  wife,  generally  defires  the 
nurfe’s  acceptance  of  a  bit  of  money  for  her  trouble,  in 
drefling  the  child By  this  means  he  convinces  Mrs. 
Nurfe,  almof  to  the  bottom  of  her  heart,  that  a  female 
midwife  is  as  dangerous  about  the  perfon  of  a  lying-in 
woman,  as  a  rattle- fnake  about  a  man’s  leg  :  ftie  founds 
the  Dodtor’s  trumpet  far  and  near.;  and  all  her  kind 
miftrefles,  and  indulgent  mafters,  are  fure  to  have  the 
warmeft  recommendation  of  Dodtor  Blowbladder’s  art  of 
touching . 

It  is  no  unpleafant  thing  to  obferve,  with  what  ad- 
drefs  an  ignorant  nurfe,  an  ignorant  hoft,  or  his  more 
ignorant  hoftler  ;  or  indeed  any  of  the  very  loweft  people, 
trained  up  to  one  particular  branch  of  money  getting  ; 
can  impofe  upon,  and  over-reach  their  moft  fenfible 
cuftomers :  A  nurfe  will  no  more  own  her  admiration  of 
the  Dodtor’s  fkill  arifes  from  felf  intereft,  than  an  oftler 
will  tell  you,  till  after  he  is  paid,  and  feed ,  for  your 
horfe,  that  he  paid  three  pence  for  mending  your  boot, 
or  removing  a  fhoe,  or  the  like ;  becaufe  having  already 
fecured  all  your  halfpence,  he  knows  he  has  an  equal 
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chance  to  get  fix- pence  more  ;  and  then,  like  Mrs* 
nurfe,  hugs  himfelf  over  his  beer,  in  having  thus  im- 
pofed  upon  a  gentleman. 

.  I  mud  not  pafs  over  another  circumftance  very  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  ladies  who  are  attended  by  men  mid  wives ; 
for  no  fooner  is  fhe  brought  to  bed  ;  than  the  practi¬ 
tioner,  to  fhew  his  do&orial  importance,  difpatches  the 
two  initials  of  his  name  to  Mr.  Slipflop  ;  and  Mr.  Slip- 
flop,  adding  a  little  warinth  to  the  poor  lady’s  fuffo- 
cating  hot  bed-chamber,  lays  her  down,  for  the  firft  ten 
or  twelve  days,  in  a  fever  ;  which  paffes  off  for  the  milk 
fever,  when  it  is  attended  with  no  other  very  bad  confe- 
quences  '<■ 

Though  the  author  has  experienced,  like  the  Spartan 
female  midwife,  many  abortive  effects  of  the  male  mid¬ 
wives,  to  intimidate  him  ;  yet  he  flatters  himfelf  the 
candid,  virtuous,  and  fenfible  part  of  the  ladies  will  per¬ 
ceive  that  their  happinefs  was,  andds  the  main  objedt  he 
had  in  view  :  For,  “  without  the  conversion  and  fo- 
“  ciety  of  the  fair  fex,  I  fhould  efteem  the  world  but  a 
“  defart,  and  the  moft  polifhed  part  of  mankind  would 
“  appear  but  as  hermits  in  malquerade,  or  a  kind  of 
c<  civilized  fatyrs;  fo  imperfect  and  unaccompliflied  are 
u  we,  without  the  re-union  of  our  loft  rib  :  that  fub- 
“  ftantial  and  integral  part  of  us.  They  are  the  guar- 
dians  of  our  infancy,  and  youth;  the  companions  of 
<c  our  riper  years ;  and  the  cherifliers  of  our  old  age. 
cc  From  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  we  are  wrapped  in  a 
u  circle  of  obligation  to  them,  for  their  love,  and  good 
“  offices;  and  he  is  a  monfter  in  nature  who  returns 

<c  them 
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4i  them  not  the  carefles  of  an  innocent  affe&ion,  the 
44  fpotlefs  fellies  of  virtue,  and  gratitude.  Love  is  the 
“  foul  of  the  world,  and  the  vital  prop  of  the  elements  ; 
“  it  is  the  cement  of  human  fociety ;  and  flrongeft  fence 
44  of  nature:  Earth  would  be  a  hell  without  it ;  neither 
44  can  there  be  a  heaven,  where  this  is  abfent But 
then  let  it  be  remembered,  that,  -  * 

Nothing  bellows  fo  much  beauty  on  a  woman  as  mo* 
defty ;  V enus  herfelf  pleafes  moll,  when  fhe  is  repre- 
fented  to  be  withdrawing  herfelf  from  the  eyes  of  the 
beholders,  in  a  fhy  retiring  pofture.  -• 

Extracts  from  Dr.  Smellie’s  Treatife  on  the 
Theory  and  Pra&ice  of  Midwifery. 

Page  250  and  251,  fpeaking  of  the  ufe  of  iron  for¬ 
ceps :  4  For  my  own  part  (fays  he)  finding  in  practice  > 
4  that  by  the  directions  of  Chapman,  Giffard  and  Gre- 
4  gorie  at  Paris,  1  frequently  could  not  move  the .  head 
4  along  without  contufing  it,  and  tearing  the  parts  of 
4  the  woman, 

/  _  j  ■*  - 

Page  258.  4  Even  in  thefe  cafes ,  indeed ,  the  laft  fillet , 

c  or  a  long  pair  of  forceps ,  may  take  fuch  firm  hold ,  that 
'  4  with  great  force  and  the  Jlrong  purchaje ,  the  head  will 
4  be  delivered ;  but  fuch  violence  is  commonly  fatal  to  the 
4  woman y  by  caufing  fuch. an  inflammation y  and  perhaps 
4  laceration  of  the  Farts  as  is  attended  with  mortification . 
4  In  order  to  difabk  young  Pra&itioners  from  running 
4  fuch  rifksy  and  to  free  myfelf  from  the  temptation  •  of 
c  ufing  too  great  force ,  I  have  always  u, fed  and  recom- 
-  -  mended 
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c  mended  the  forceps fo  fhort  in  the  handles ,  that  they  cadnot 
c  be  iifed  with  fuch  violence  as  to  endanger  the  woman’s 

c  life.”  :  '  '  *• 

*  '■  •  r  . 

And  again,  in  the  fame  page  ;  c  Great  care  muft  i e 
‘  taken  in  feeling  with  the  fingers  all  rounds  that  no  part 
c  of  the  vagina  be  included  in  the  lockings meaning 
thereby,  that  no  part  of  the  womb  be  pinched  within 
the  forceps,  along  with  the  child.  *  ' 

It  is  indeed  fhocking  to  obferve  how  often  Smellie 
directs  the  Accoucheur  to  take  care,  when  he  introduces 
fciffars,  and  the  like  kind  of _  inftrurnents  into  the  va¬ 
gina that  he  does  not  cut. his  own  fingers,  or  the  wo¬ 
man  s  vagina ;  but  his  own  fingers  are  his  firft  care. 
He  alfo  informs  us,  that  women,,  during  their  pregnancy, 
are  often  afilidted  with  fwellings  in  the  Labia  Pudendi ; 
and  to  remove  this,  he  lecommendsy^/z^ri/zg’  the  Parts  \ 
and  this  operation  is  to  be  repeated \  tho’  he  allows  that 
thefe  fort  of  complaints  commonly  vanifh  of  themfelves 
after  delivery  :  fo  that  a  lady  who  is  attended  by  a  Skill¬ 
ful  midwife,  who  underftands  his  bufinefs,  is  to  be- 
touched  in  the  third  or  fourth  month  of  her  pregnancy, 
and  punSlured  frequently  during  the  remaining  period. 
All  this  may  be  very  proper,  for  ought  I  know  ;  bur 
that  it  is  fcandaloufly  indecent,  I  will  maintain* 

In  boreing  the  child’s  Cranium,  in  order  to  extra# 
the  brain,  he  fays,  page  258  :  ‘  7 he  Scijfars  ought  to 

<  be  fo  fharp  at  the  Points  as  to  penetrate  the  integu - 
c  metits  and  bones ,  when  pufloed  with  a  moderate  force ; 

<  but  not  Jo  keen  as  to  cut  the  Operator’s  fingers,  or  tho 
4  woman  s  vagina  ! 

Page 
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;  Page  264  :  £  The  woman  being  laid  in  a  right  poiiilou 

*  for  the  application  of  the  forceps,  the  blades  ought  to' 
1  be  privately  convef  d  between  the  featherbed  and  the 
c  cloaths ,  at  a  f mall  diflaiKe  from  one  another ,  on  each 
c  fide  of  the  Patient  :  That  this  conveyance  may  be  more 
c  eafily  effected ,  the  legs  of  the  inftrument  ought  to  be  kept 
i  in  the  operator  s  fide-pockets.  Thus  provided ,  when  he 
c  fits  down  to  deliver ,  let  him  fpread  the  fheet  that  hangs 
c  over  the  bed ,  upon  his  lap ,  and  under  that  cover,  take 

*  out ,  and  difpoje  the  blades  on  each  fide  of  the  Patient ; 

c  by  which  meatrs ,  he  will  often  be  able  to  deliver  with  the1 
c  forceps,  without  their  being  perceived  by  the  woman  her-' 
‘  felf,  or  any  other  of  the  affifiants .  Some  people  pin  a 
c  fheet  to  each  fhoulder ,  and  throw  the  other  end  over  the 
c  bed \  that  they  may  be  the  more  effectually  concealed  from 
£  the  view  of  thufie  who  are  prefent .  Put  this  method  is 
‘  apt  to  confine  and  embarrafs  the  Operator .  At  any 

*  rate,  as  women  are  commonly  frightened  at  the  very 
c  name  of  an  inftrument ,  it  is  advijable  to  conceal  it  as 
c  much  as  poffible ,  till  the  chara&er  of  the  operator  is 
(  fully  efiablifiedl 

Now  I  fay,  that  if  thefe  two  blades ,  and  two  legs  can 
be  fo  privately  conveyed  under  the  fheet,  and  fo  dexte- 
roufly  ufed  by  the  Doctor,  that  neither  the  woman  herfelfy 
nor  any  perfons  that  are  prefent,  fhall  know  any  thing 
of  the  matter  \  it  is  more  than  probable  that  there  may 
be  in  this  kingdom  fome  thoufands  of  innocent  cuckolds, 
that  are  unknown  to  be  fo,  even  to  their  wives. 
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It  would  ke  endlefs  to  quote  the  number  of  alarming 
circumftances,  both,  to  men  and  women,  with  which 
Smel lie’s  ingenious  book  abounds  ;  and  which  I  earneftly 
recommend  to  the  perufal  of  thofe  who  are  defirous  of 
being  convinced  of  the  danger,  and  the  indecency  of 
employing  male  mid  wives.  I  fhall  therefore  conclude 
with  obferving,  that  Smellie  fays,  the  -Accoucheur  ought 
to  aCt,  and  fpeak,  with  the  utmoft  delicacy  and  '  de-? 
corum  ;  and  .never  violate  the  truft  repofed  in  him ,  fo  asi 
to  harbour,  the  leaft  immoral  or  mdecent  defign\  but  de-^ 
mean  himfelf  in  all  refpeCts,  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  his5 
profeffion  !  And  to  fay  the  truth,  and  to  do  juftice  to? 
the  memory  of  Dr.  Smellie,  I  believe  he  was  a  ikitlfuk 
man  in  the.  practice  of  midwifery  ;  but  I  believe  alfoy 
that  either  age  or  long  practice,  or  both  together,  had* 
diyefted  him  of  every  idea  ot  delicacy,  tentiment-,  and1 
judgment  in  every  thing,  elfe:.  or  he  would  not,  whatever 
he  taught  in  private ,  have  published  in  the  vulgar 
tongue,  a  Book,  that  however  well  it  may  inftruCt  the5 
young  practitioner,  cannot  fail  to  do  hurt  to  the  practi¬ 
tioners  in  general,  and  in  time  reftore  the  practice  to? 
women  again,  to  whom  it  by  nature  fo  properly  and 
juftly  belongs :  Which  that  we.  may  all  live  to  fee,  is  the.: 
fence  re  Prayer  of  the  Author. 

The  Plate  annexed  is  an  exaCt  reprefentation  of  •  a  mofi: 
furprifing. and  wonderful  Monster, born  inthe  yeari  745, 
which  baffled  the  fkill  of  one  of  the  moft  eminent  Male 
Practitioners  of. the  prefent  age,  for  upwards  of  ten  hours ,!; 
and  well  it  might ;  for  when  it  was  brought  into  the  world, 
by  another  Operator,  it  proved  indeed  to  be  a  creature, 

fomCr 
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s  fomething  fmaller  than  a  full  grown  child  ;  but  then  it  had 
hair  upon  its  head,  a  round  high  forehead,  two  very  large 
blue  eyes,  a  fmall  flattifh  nofe,  and  an  opening  juft  under 
it,  which  had  the  appearance  of  a  fmall  pouting  mouth  ! 
and  at  the  extremity  of  each  leg  and  arm,  grew  five  ex¬ 
crefcences  with  nails  thereon,  that  exactly  refembled  toes 
and  fingers !  the  excrefcences  on  the  legs,  however,  were 
much  fhorter  than  thofe  adhering  to  the  extremity  of 
the  arms.  It  was  thought  nevertheless,  that  this  Lujus 
, Natures ,  this  wonderful  and  aftonifhing  Monfter,  might 
have  lived,  had  it  not  been  for  two  large  holes  in  the 
Cranium ,  that  let  the  brains  out !  But  what  is  moft  re¬ 
markable  is,  that  the  Father  of  this  prodigy  in  nature, 
is  a  very  well  proportioned  man  !  and  the  Mother,  who 
died,  (owing  only  to  a  few  inward  / nips  with  the  boring 
-feifiars,  and  a  few  falfe  purchafes  of  the  crotchet  and  for¬ 
ceps  ,  is  faid,  by  her  neighbours,  to  have  been  as  fine  a 
woman  as  you  would  wifii  to  fee  walk  the  Ji reefs*  in  a 
fun-Jloiney  Jummers  clay  ! 


References  to  the  PLATE  annexed. 

{a  a)  The  excrefcences  growing  out  of  the  arms  and  legs. 

(b)  The  Operator’s  hand,  with  one  end  of  the  hook  in  it,  and  the  other  end  in  the  child’s 
Cranium. 

( c )  The  boreing  feiflars,  with  their  refts,  for  reducing  a  child’s  head  in  the  mother’s  womb  ; 

Vulgarly  ea'led,  /cooping  out  the  brains,  ^ 

A  (c)  The  curved  Forceps. 

V  f/J  .The  common  Forceps,  almoft  as  conlhntly  ufed  as  cautioufly  concealed,  according  to 
Smellie’s \diredions  ! 

N.  B.  There  arc  many  other  inftruments  ufed,  as  almofl  ever)'  operator  has  fome  of  his 
own  particular  conftru&ion ;  but  the  above  are  thofe  which  are  particularly  recem- 
trended  by  Smellie,  as  lea£t  liable  to  cut  the  Operators  fingers,  or  the  woman's 
Vagina  ! 

%*  The  common  Forceps  ate  about  a  foot  in  length,  and  the  curved  Forceps  a  good  deal 
longer  ;  the  boreing  Sciflars  are  about  nine  indies  ion". 

FINIS. 

Erratum.-— -Page  42,  For  Spartan,  read  Athenian. 
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